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Vision 
Sustain Washington's human, plant, and animal communities and our 
thriving economy by preventing the introduction and spread of  
harmful invasive species. 
 
Mission 
The council provides policy level direction, planning, and coordination 
that will: 
• Empower those engaged in the prevention, detection, and eradication of  

invasive species. 
• Include a strategic plan designed to build upon local, state, and regional efforts, 

while serving as a forum for invasive species education and communication. 
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Invasive Species Management Priorities 

Feral Swine Zebra/Quagga Mussels Gypsy Moths Northern Pike 

Strategic Plan  
Priority Areas of  Work 

 
I. Leadership and Coordination 
II. Education and Outreach 
III.Prevention 
IV.Early Detection and  

Rapid Response 
V. Containment, Eradication,  

and Control 
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• Oregon Department of Agriculture 
documented 66 new introductions since 
2007 (LaBonte 2014) 
 

• Washington State Department of 
Agriculture documented 70 new 
introductions since 1991 (Looney et al 
2017) 
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From: Shadow Surveys: How Non-Target Identifications and Citizen Outreach Enhance Exotic Pest Detection 
Am Entomol. 2016;62(4):247-254. doi:10.1093/ae/tmw063 
Am Entomol | © 2016 Entomological Society of America 
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• Executive Summary 
• Overview 
• Federal & State Authority 
• Supporting Organizations & 

Programs 
• Primary References 
• Readiness Assessment 
• Checklist of  Readiness Actions 

OVERVIEW 
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HOW TO USE THE PLAYBOOK 

Actions include the following: 
• Action Title 
• Key Question(s) 
• Readiness Product 
• Frequency 
• Actions to complete first  
• Description 
• Tasks 
• Considerations 
• Links and Resources 
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WHERE TO START 

Steps 
1. Identify one or more playbook lead(s) to coordinate the planning 

process 
2. Review the playbook overview sections and download the appropriate 

templates from the online resources. 
3. Run through the self-assessment 
4. Send contact information for your playbook lead(s) to the State 

Invasive Species Coordinator 
5. Work through necessary actions 

 
You are not on your own. We are here to help! 
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SELF-ASSESSMENT 

1. Understanding Risk 
2. Capacity to Support a Response 
3. Ability to Expedite Informed Decision-Making 
4. Community Support to Expand your Impact 
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SELF-ASSESSMENT 
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ACTIONS 
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ACTIONS 
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• Identifying Priority Pest Species  
• Identifying Available Resources  
• Understanding the Legal Environment   
• Audience Outreach and Messaging  
• Building a General Response 

Framework 
• Building Tree Canopy Resilience  

 

ACTIONS 
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Next Steps for the Playbook 
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Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6

Progress! 

Progress!

$$$ 
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Learn more and keep involved by visiting: 
 

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/pest-ready 

Stay informed and be notified of plan 
updates, new tools, grants, and other 

opportunities by joining the Washington 
Invasive Species Council’s email list! 

 
Visit InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov to sign up.  

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/pest-ready/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/pest-ready
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/pest-ready
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/pest-ready
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RESOURCES & TOOLS: WASHINGTON PEST WATCH 
HANDBOOK 

▪ Washington Pest Watch 
▪ Being a First Detector 
▪ Intro to Invasive Species 
▪ How to Report 

▪ Taking Good Photos 

▪ Fact Sheets 
▪ Insects 
▪ Diseases 
▪ Animals 
▪ Plants 
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RESOURCES & TOOLS: INVASIVE SPECIES LESSON 
PLANS 

▪ Middle School Curriculum 
with an Elementary School 
Curriculum is available! 

▪ 6 lessons that meet Next 
Generation Science 
Standards 

▪ Incorporate activities to 
support all styles of 
learning.  

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/educ
ational-materials/ 
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REPORTING VALIDATION AND RESPONSE 
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Detection 
July 11 

Investigation 
July 12 

Response 
July 14 

Monitoring 
July 16 – 
January 1 

REPORTING VALIDATION AND RESPONSE 



Report 
February 5 

Investigation 
February 6 

Wildlife Police 
Warning 

February 7 

Wildlife Police 
Facebook Post 

February 7 

KXLY 
Coverage 

February 7 

Social Media 
Platform Reach 

Facebook 798 

Instagram 158 

Twitter 140 

TOTAL 1,096 people 

REPORTING VALIDATION AND RESPONSE 



Report 
Received Notification Validation Technical 

Assistance 

REPORTING VALIDATION AND RESPONSE 



Report 
December 8, 

2019  

Pest Alert 
December  19, 

2019 

Trapping + Surveillance 
December 12, 2019  

Stakeholder 
Meeting  

January 2, 2020 

Delineation and 
Response 
Scoping 

Vespa mandarinia Smith, 1852  

REPORTING VALIDATION AND RESPONSE 
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Questions?  

Justin Bush 
State of Washington 
Recreation and Conservation Office 
Washington Invasive Species Council 
Email: Justin.Bush@rco.wa.gov 
Phone: 360-902-3088 
Website: InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov  
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