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Noxious Weed Listing Process

R
State Noxious Weed List R.C.W. 17.10.180 /VQ%
* Comment period for proposals / @@O/(/S}/

* Reviews of proposals

* State Board adopts a state noxious weed list annually N

County Noxious Weed List R.C.W. 17.10.090

e Within 90 days, county weed board selects additional class B and class C
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Get Involved

Participate in the Process

The Annual Process to Amend the Washington State Noxious Weed List
Every year, the Washington State Noxious Weed Board adopts a new Noxious Weed List (WAC 16-750).

Weed species may be added or removed, the Class (A, B, or C) can be changed, or the required control area of a Class B
Designate may be changed. The Noxious Weed Committee meets several times a year to review and discuss proposed
changes, and they present their recommendations at the November Board meeting so that the Board can make a well-
informed decision

Anyone in Washington state can request that a plant species be added or removed
from the Noxious Weed List.

1. You can download the document explaining how to participate in the listing process here

2 The request must be submitted between January 1st and April 30th for consideration. Requests can be mailed or
emailed to State Noxious Weed Board.

To submit a request, you should provide the following information:

* The commmon and scientific name of the plant species, if known
= The specific change request (addition, removal, class or designation change)




Class A Noxious Weeds

* (Class A consists of those
noxious weeds

— not native to the
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— of limited distribution
or are unrecorded in
the state and

._\:_
o3 BueA ‘paIgans isasew
L e -y =

— that pose a serious




Class B Noxious Weeds

Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius)
| .

Danielle Blevins,

Class B: not native to the state
and are of limited distribution
or are unrecorded in a region
of the state and that pose a
serious threat to that region.

"Class B designate" means

those Class B noxious weeds
whose populations in a region
or area are such that all seed
production can be prevented




Class B example

100-1000

>1000

No known infestations
Present but extent unknown
Eradicated

No data or insufficient data

Scotch Broom (Cytisus scoparius) Updated: 21122017
Distribution 2016

No warranty is made by WSDA as to the accuracy, reliability, or
compleleness of this data for individual or aggregate use with ather
data. Data was compiled from county noxious weed conirol board
stafl, WSLU Coopemative Extension and other sources. This product
may be updated without notification. Information use only. Not for
legal use. (Greg Haubrich - WSDA)




Class B Designate Weeds

* Automatically placed on county weed list

* Goal

: Containment, control and eventual

eradication

Class B Non-Designhate Weeds

* County weed boards have ability to place

ont
e GOoa

neir weed list

. prevent spread to desighated areas



Class C Noxious Weeds

e All other noxious

weeds

* Already widespread in
Washington or are of a
special interest to the
agricultural industry

Canada Thistle (Cirsium arvense)
Distribution 2016
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ldentifying round leaf bittersweet
* Size: Over 60 feet long

* Leaves: Rounded, coming to a
narrow tip, with toothed serration.
Alternate along stem.

e Stems: Woody vines. Can be up to 10
inches in diameter

* Flowers: Diecious, male and female
plants are separate. Bundles of
white-green come from stem, not
end of branches

» Seeds/fruits: Start green and mature
to yellow-orange capsules. Red fruit
breaks out in the winter

* Roots: Rhizomes send up new vines



Round leaf bittersweet impacts s udig i
* Habitat: Forests, forest edges, e R

Seeﬁtle Spokane
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fields, open areas, disturbed sites

WASHINGTON

Yakima
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* Where in Washington: One site
known, on Vashon Island.
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Marsh thistle, Cirsium palustre 2025

* Proposed for: Class A

* Proposed by: Stevens County
Noxious Weed Control Board and
Thurman Johnson.

* Family: Asteraceae, daisy family

e Life cycle: Perennial, biennial, or
longer lived, but only flowers
once

* Growth type: herbaceous

e Reproduction: Seed only, spread
readily on wind




ldentifying marsh thistle

e Size: 2 to 7 feet tall, 1-2 feet
wide rosette

e Leaves: deeply, triangularly,
lobed, with spines on end of
each lobe

* Stems: green to purple-brown,
with many slender spines.
Covered in bristly hairs.

* Flowers: clusters and clumps of
purple to pink thistle flower.

* Similar in appearance to
creeping thistle (Cirsium
arvense

e Seeds/fruits: Fluffy pappus
connected to see

* Roots: Deep, strong taproot with
fibrous lateral roots




Marsh thistle impacts

e Habitat: Riparian, wetland,
ditches, woodland, pasture,
both intact and disturbed.

 Where in Washington: Known in
Spokane, Whatcom, and Island
counties A ¢

* British Columbia has large
infestations

1-10
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B 2150
B 5100
I over 100
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IAPP July 2017
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Invasive Species Council of British Columbia




Variable-leaf watermilfoil hybrids, Myriophyllum heterophyllum 2024

e Hybrids:
* Myriophyllum heterophyllum x
Myriophyllum hippuroides
e Hybridized with Western
Watermilfoil
* Proposed for: Class A, as
addition to current variable-leaf

watermilfoil listing.

* Proposed by: Department of
Ecology and Clark County
NWCB

-------

Wesley Glisson



|dentifying Variable-leaf watermilfoil hybrids

e Difficult to ID without genetic
analysis.

* Due to this, the following
description is for the non-hybrid
variable-leaf watermilfoil:

* Size: Up to 3 meters long.

* Forms large tangled masses

 Leaves: whorls of 3+ |leaves per
node.

* Fringed and feather-like to lance ‘




Variable-leaf watermilfoil hybrids Impacts

* Habitat: Lakes, rivers, and streams i i
* Where in Washington: Many locations in

No known infestations
Present but extent unknown
Eradicated

No data or insufficient data




Controlling Variable-leat watermilfoil hybrids

* Unknown for hybrids. The
following is the control
methods for variable-leaf
milfoil:

 Mechanical/manual: Hand
pulling has been effective for
small populations or in tandem
with herbicide

e Benthic barriers with herbicide is
also effective

Jennifer Parsons



Palmer amaranth, Amaranthus palmeri 2024

 Late addition to the process.
* Proposed as Class A

* Highly problematic in
agriculture.

* Many herbicide resistances.

* Seed and young plants
impossible to ID from other
amaranth, without genetics.

i 5499318
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European & American beach grass, Ammophila arenaria, A.
breviligulata 2024

* Proposed for: Class C

* Proposed by: Bill Blackwell,
private citizen

* Proposal reason: Highly invasive
and outcompete native plants

* Family: Poaceae, grass family
e Life cycle: Perennial
Growth type: grass




European beach grass American beach grass
(A. breviligulata) (A. arenaria)

spikelet
A. breviligulata

subsp.
7 champlamensis

spikelet
Ammophila arenaria
of California

A. breviligulata subsp. breviligulata

AMMOPHILA
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Beach grass Impacts -

T “Ja ¥
Douglas
Lincoln Spokane

* Habitat: sand dunes and bluffs.
e Can survive buried in sand for over a year

Where in Washington:

* Hybrids of European x American Beach Grass have -
been found in Oregon and Washington Sh

¢ :  ! O
: %gaciﬁc ; I ‘ 2
Native range: b T IR P n‘,bia &
« European beach grass (A. breviligulata) is native to ‘ = ) i

Europe beach grass
* American beach grass (A. arenaria) is native to the i)
East coast

Other listings: ) 1

* European beachgrass (A. breviligulata) is considered
invasive in the Eastern U.S., California, New Zealand,
and Australia.

* American beach grass (A. arenaria) is considered
invasive in California, British Columbia, and Oregon

* |mpact:

* Hold onto sand well for beach and dune stabilization
is good for homeowners and business owners nearby

American beach grass

(A. arenaria)



Controlling Beach grass

* Mechanical/manual: Ongoing
pulling and digging, for at least 2
years

* Biological: A few fungal rust O\ \

species and other pest species kill RN /740 1 A RN
both species of beach grass, but ' &/ 7/ 0 0 R e
have only been observed in e
Europe, New Zealand, and e N .
Australia so far




WSNWCB Resources

Class A Eradication Project Grant Funding

Contributions to WA State Biocontrol Program

Outreach to Counties and Agencies organizations
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www.nwcb.wa.gov

Thank you

Mary Fee
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